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    MISSION OF THE MONTH: HEAT/HABITAT FOR HUMANITY                                                                            

 

TRUST 

 

Trust is a nice word. It is so nice of a word that we forget how essential it is. We trust people every day and 

other people trust us. Trust is bedrock of society.  When I walk out my door in the morning, I trust that the 

people I am supposed to meet will be there. I trust that teachers will properly educate my child. I trust that the 

groceries we buy are safe to eat. I trust that my checks are honored by my bank. I trust that the weather report is 

correct.  I trust that my vehicle is constructed properly and will carry me from A to B. We are also expected to 

be trust worthy members of society. As a student, our teachers trust that we are trying to learn. As a worker, our 

employer trusts that we are competent and committed to perform well. When someone else doesn’t do what we 

trusted them to, it throws us into disarray. Likewise, if we fail in some task that someone trusts us with, we have 

thrown them a curveball. 

 

Trust is also core to the bible.  Trust in God, that is.  We wake up every morning to the sun, to safe shelter, 

clean air, water, food, employment, school, friends and family, etc.  God has shown his concern for us by 

providing us each day with all we need.  We develop trust in God’s goodness. 

 

Of course, life has lots of unexpected surprises which we did not want, most of which we find a way to 

overcome, to avoid, or accept.  We pray, asking and hoping God will resolve our problem the way we want.  Of 

course, God’s will is hard to fathom until later on, when we look back in time on the same problem and its 

resolution, which we had experienced. We trusted God’s hand in these situations that we would be alright, 

which ever outcome was to be.  And our trust in God was not misplaced. After passing through the problem, we 

were alright in the end. Yes, we were alright in the end. 

 

There is another category of life changing crises, which only happen a few times in our lives, and which shake 

us to our core.  These can include unemployment, childlessness, very serious injuries, mental or physical 

chronic illness, death of a loved one, and marriage breakdowns.  The goal posts of our life as we assumed them 

have been permanently moved.  There is no quick fix, and the journey forward will be long and hard.  We apply 

our own efforts mightily to do what we can to address the issue, if we have a role to play. Yet, the situation is 

not completely in our hands, and we have a feeling of helplessness. We feel broken, lost, and no longer sure of 

where our lives are now headed. We may never be “alright.” These crises can bring on sleeplessness, anxiety, 

loss of confidence and a sense of apathy. We cry, even if we have not cried in a long time. We pray for God to 

repair or heal or save us from the human disaster. We are even tempted to consider making deals with God, 

even though God doesn’t make deals. We apologize to God if our sins are the reason for the catastrophe, even 

though we don’t think God normally works that way. 

 

The one great constant across cultures and across time is the human experience of dread and fear in the midst of 

a catastrophe. The writers of the Bible faced personal crises as well. The Psalms are full of laments, which 

capture our spiritual feelings remarkably well, actually. For example, Psalm 27 includes these verses. Have you 

ever felt desperate like this writer? 

                    MARCH 2016 



 

 

2 

 

 

“Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. Cast me not away. you have been my 

helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation.” 

 

“Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; have mercy on me and answer me.” 

 

The same Psalmist also exhorts us to trust God in dire situations: 

 

“This I believe—that I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living! Wait for the LORD and be 

strong. Take heart and wait for the LORD!” 

 

Although these words are inspiring, trust like this in the middle of a life changing crisis may be the most 

difficult step for a western Christian ever to take.  We are raised to be agents of our lives, to create our future, 

and to solve problems.  We are not a fatalistic culture. We fight against personal crises with all our being. 

Handing over the biggest event in our life to God, or anyone, for that matter, is contrary to our character. God’s 

hand is not visible to our eyes. God’s will operates on God’s timeline, not mine. God does not speak plainly. 

How can I trust my crisis to such a God? Yet the Psalm simply says trust and wait on the Lord.  Help! 

 

So we are torn between worrying and obsessing over our predicament and letting go of those things we do not 

have control over. Some people have the gift of letting go.  Some do not. We owe each other help in such 

situations. Those who have this gift should listen to and pray with those who are locked in anxiety and feelings 

of being adrift. Helping someone let go of what they cannot change is an incredible gift to give. Truly trusting 

your loved one or part of your life to God’s care is not a simple act for some Christians. It is almost like prying 

a treasure from one’s hands. But it is necessary, in order for us to move forward and out of the exhausting 

burden of hopelessness.  

 

See you in Worship. 

 

Pastor Arden Strasser 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Youth Committee 

 

I am seeking a few people to join me in thinking about the ways we can help high schoolers continue to grow in 

faith and connect with each and with St David's. If you are interested in working with me, please let me know. 

We are aiming to form a Youth committee.  Adults and high schoolers welcome. Thanks, Pastor Arden 
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COUNCIL NOTES 

 

AT THE LAST COUNCIL MEETING-------- 

 

Treasurer- Ended the year on a good note, we paid back Memorial Fund completely, have been ending the 

month with a balance but that will disappear when we call a new Pastor. 

 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 

February - Heat and Feeding the Children of Haiti. 

March - - Heat and Habitat for Humanity. 

April -  Heat and CROP Walk. 

 

Communication and Petitions 

$1,505 donated to the Solar Project for National WELCA for a hospital in Liberia. 

 

Pastor Arden Strasser 

Christmas pageant- Education was happy to be able to do pageant on Sunday instead of Christmas Eve, will 

keep Family Service at 4:30 p.m. ON Christmas Eve-new faces seen, Stewardship campaign being closed down, 

Easter is early this year, Ash Wednesday is February 10th beginning planning! Annual reports should be ready 

the prior week to the meeting so they can be taken home and read before-hand.  

 

Call of the Deacons 

At the Council meeting of December 7, 2015 the letter of call of Deacon Robert Michaelis was presented to the 

Council. The Deacons call must be approved by the Council and voted on by the congregation at the annual 

meeting each year. The Council recommended the call be submitted to the congregation. 

MOTION- The call of Deacon Robert Michaelis be renewed for the year 2016.  

 

At the Council meeting of January 12, 2016 the letter of call of Deacon Florence Poeschke was presented to the 

Council. The Deacons call must be approved by the Council and voted on by the congregation at the annual 

meeting each year. The Council recommended the call be submitted to the congregation.  

MOTION- The call of Deacon Florence Poeschke be renewed for the year 2016 and by the June Council 

meeting she will present a defined ministry plan to the Council.  

 

Education/Youth 

Reviewed every event both positive and negative- Christmas caroling, Confirmation,  Lock-in, PJ party at 

Sunday School, Shrove Tuesday Family Event, Soup Supper for LuHi, class updates, Christmas Pageant,  and 

Christmas pageant cast party. 

 

Social Ministry 

Crop Walk April 24th, the new Minister from the Methodist church will participate this year.  

 

Stewardship 

Time and Talent sheets tallied.  

 

Fellowship 
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Sue Teitel redoing the Fellowship Coffee board, Education and Fellowship will pick up the Sundays not 

covered by a committee.  

 

                                                                      Respectfully submitted,  

 

                                                                      Jo Ann Justus, Secretary 

             
                    NEWS & NOTES  

                  THE MISSION OF THE MONTH:  “HEAT/ HABITAT FOR HUMANITY” 

 

           Please "Like" our facebook page, at www.facebook.com/stdavidslutheran 

 

•Confirmation Overnight “Lock-In” Saturday, March 5th -Meet in the Fellowship Hall at 4:00 pm 

Group games, great food, scavenger hunt, music, drawing and art, movies, board games, etc.Sunday, 

 March 6th –Depart after breakfast at 8:30 am 

 

• Make a difference by making PBJ Sandwiches (Donations of Bread, Peanut Butter and Jelly are appreciated 

but all you need to bring is your helping hands) Date: Sunday, April 3rd,   10 am – 11 am,   St. David’s 

 Sunday school.  

 

•Passion/Palm Sunday Weekend: 

Saturday, March 19, 2016 we will not be having the Easter Vigil instead; there will be a regular  

Worship service with Communion at 5:30 

Palm Sunday, March 20, 2016 Worship Service with Holy Communion/Palms 

 

Maundy Thursday, March 24, 2016 Worship Services 12:00Noon &7:30pm both with Communion 

Good Friday, March 25, 2016 Worship Services 12:00Noon & 7:30pm 

 

Holy Saturday, March 26, 2016 Service with Communion at 5:30pm 

Easter Sunday, March 27, 2016 Services with Communion 9:00am & 11:00am and  

Sunday school at 9:00am with “Easter Family Funfest” to follow at 10:15am 

  

• Upcoming King David Fellowship Calendar:  Please mark your calendars. The next scheduled get-to-gether 

is as follows.  March 20th.at 1:00pm.   FOOD…FUN…MUSIC… 32 New York Ave. Massapequa. RSVP 

Gloria Thorsen hostess 799-8517 or Rev. Juanita & Walt Hilsenbeck 541-5624.  All are welcomed. 

 

• LuHi Meal Packing - Sunday, April 10, 2016, 2pm-4pm (we will carpool to LuHi from St. David’s Parking 

Lot, meeting at 1:15pm)  At this community outreach event, you will pack hundreds of meals to be shipped all 

over the world. Your hands doing God’s work! Don’t miss it! (Permission slip to be distributed in class.)  

 

•First Holy Communion Preparation classes will be held on Saturday afternoons from 3:30pm to 5:00pm 

 on April 9, April 16, April 23, April 30, and May 7.  As you plan for that day, it may be helpful to bear in mind 

that cake and coffee will be served in the fellowship hall downstairs after the service. 

 

•First Holy Communion on Sunday, May 15, 2016 at the 11am worship service. Fifth graders are invited to 

the five classes that will prepare your child in a journey of faith leading up receiving First Holy Communion 

this spring of  2016.  

 

http://www.facebook.com/stdavidslutheran
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•Our Social Ministry Committee connects us with poor households in Nassau County. You're invited to 

donate non-perishable items in the box in the lobby.  You can also purchase grocery store vouchers for the 

social workers to purchase perishable meal items directly. Place these in a marked envelope in the offering 

plate. 

 

 

 

 

   

Men’s Luncheon will meet again on March 8th at 12:00pm. Please meet us at the Corner 

Galley. 

 

 

 

Help Wanted, No Experience Necessary. Will train:  ushers, greeters, lectors, communion assistants, flexible 

schedule- Saturday evening or Sunday morning.  Compensation and benefits are out of this world! No need to 

send your resume just call – Jo-Ann Justus 541-7127 or e-mail Justusjandj@verizon.net 

 

 

Have you looked at our website recently? You can catch-up on all that is going on at St. 

David’s! You can get back issues of The Herald; see the Worship Assistants Schedule 

(Ushers, Greeters, Assisting Ministers, Communion Assitants, Lectors and Acloytes) and if  

you can’t make it to church services, you can read the News & Notes and the Calendar     

schedule for the week. Go to: www.stdavidslutheran.net 

 

 

Come and Work Out With Lois Gaiti. Are you having trouble moving your body,   do you feel blah? 

Come down to our exercise classes.  Help yourself and help your Church too. The classes will get your body 

moving and stretched.  You do as much as you can. 

 

Aerobics:  Every Tuesday at 7:30pm.  Low impact increases cardio vascular efficiency, flexibility and tones 

your body. 

 

 

Stretch and Tone:    Every Wednesday at 10:00am. 

We use chairs for balance and sit on to do various exercises.  The exercises are designed to increase your 

flexibility. So Again, help yourself and help our Church.  All donations collected go directly to St David’s. 

Wear sneakers, comfortable clothing, a water bottle and light weights.  Also bring a mat for the aerobics classes.  

Should you have any questions or concerns please call me (Lois Gaiti) at (516) 798-615. 

 

                          

                    

Upcoming King David Fellowship Calendar:  Please mark your calendars. The next scheduled get-to-gether 

is as follows.  Sunday, March 20th at 1:00pm.  FOOD…FUN…MUSIC… 32 New York Ave. Massapequa. 

RSVP Gloria Thorsen hostess 799-8517 or Rev. Juanita & Walt Hilsenbeck 541-5624.  All are welcomed. 

  

 

 

 

 

mailto:Justusjandj@verizon.net
http://www.stdavidslutheran.net/
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EASTERN NASSAU CONFERENCE 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA BIBLE STUDY 

2016 

SLOW FAITH/ CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP 101 

 

DATE       TOPIC, THEME VERSE   HOST CHURCH PASTOR LEADER  Gather MAGAZINE IS  
 
Mar. 18, 2016  Being of One Mind     St. David’s, Mass. Park   Pr. Arden Strasser     March 2016 Session 3 
 
Apr 29, 2016   Keep On Keeping on            Faith, Syosset     Pr. Katrina Foster     April 2016, Session

  

May 27, 2016   An Intergenerational lesson   St. John’s Bellmore     Pr. Laurie Cline       May 2016, Session 1  

 

Bible Studies are held on the fourth or last Friday of each month at 10 am.  Pastors volunteer to lead the study 

(Approx 10:30 to 11:30).  Women from the host church provide coffee and cake (10:00 to 10:30).  The 

participant’s study is published in Gather magazine.  Subscriptions are $12 per year (10 issues).   

Order Center, Box 1553 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   PRESCHOOL 

 

The March winds will be blowing as the children will make kites and windsocks to hang in the classrooms.  

Then we’ll be seeing a lot of green for St. Patrick’s Day and we’ll be looking for that leprechaun and his gold.  

Of course we will be learning all about Holy Week and Easter and what happened to Jesus the days leading up 

to his death and resurrection.  We’ll be making crosses and chicks and other symbols of Easter.  After a short 

vacation we will be ordering our caterpillars and waiting for them to become butterflies. 

We will be having a Spring Catalog Sale again this month.  There will be catalogs and order forms on display in 

the lobby for you to peruse and use.  Please support your preschool as we are saving up for a new sign for the 

church lawn.  Our school is thriving and we need to advertise in order to keep it that way.  A new sign is the 

perfect way to let the community know about our wonderful preschool.  Thank you in advance for your support! 
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            With thanks to all who remembered or honored their friends and loved   
                                                           ones with gifts to our funds this month: 

 

Memorial Fund :   

In Loving Memory:    

Walter & Dorothy Wilson  by your loving daughter and son -in-law 

Candice & James Bruder,  Aunt Helen Zito by your loving god daughter  Candice  

& James Bruder . 

 

In Loving Memory:   John Fuller by Ina & Ken Cohen.  

 

In Loving Memory:        James McGuire  
By:  Paula Niesen, Dorothy Brunner, Dorothy Solvang, Ethel Link,  Mo and Debbie Roth, 

John and Doris Niesen, Doug and Joan Ernst, Virginia & Joe Kelterborn, Pat Brederhorst,  

Pat and John Ronga.  

 

In Loving Memory:  

Helen Brickner, Magdalena Brickner, Christian Brickner, Helen Jehle, Arthur  Jehle, Helena 

Edwards, Robert Edwards, John Algeo, June Algeo, Richard Brederhorst ,  Terry Brederhorst,  

Nicholas Ewen, John Fuller, Norman Hansen, Raymond Hayes, Al Madison, Bob Roth, John 

Schildt. By Christian (Chris) Brickner.   

 

In Loving Memory:         June Algeo 

By: Pat Brederhorst,  Paula Niesen, John & Doris Niesen, Ina & Ken Cohen, Joan McGuire.  

  

Soup Kitchen:  June Algeo by Maria Thoresz, Pauline Gullotta.   

 

In Loving Memory:     Eleanore Alf  

By:  Bill  & Diane McMahon, Joan Curtin,  Ina & Ken Cohen.  

 

Soup Kitchen:  Eleanore Alf by Maria Thoresz, Pauline Gullotta.  

 

                        In Thanksgiving  

 

In Thanksgiving for:  

Pastor Arden Strasser, Mary Ann Ho, Dcn. Robert Michaelis, Dcn. Florence Poeschke,  

Janet Pinto, Bethany Porter , Janis Garone, Domingo Rojas, Patricia McCarthy,  

Karen Corbett ,  Mark Corbett ,  Ji l l  Ewen, Nick Ewen,  Julie Meier, JoAnn Rey,  

Led By the Spirit ,  Adult  Choir, Young Adult  Choir, Debbie Geis, Lynn Benov, Jim Sheridan, 

JoAnn Justus, Anne Anderson, David Lyn am, Maddie Brower, Keith Ryan, Tom Ho,  

Chris Lewis. Virginia Brickner, Dr.Christian Robert Brickner, David Brickner,  

Dr. Christian Andrew Brickner, Troy Brickner, Nicholas Brickner  
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By Christian (Chris) Brickner  

  

 

+IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK, PLEASE REMEMBER: + KNOWN TO BE HOSPITALIZED, 

ILL OR RECOVERING:     Regina Altenburger, Al Madison, Kevin, Maddy, Joshua and  mom Donna, 

Christine O’Gara, Gloria S., Maribel M., Giselle Hubbert, Vivian, Dr. Jean Robinson, Dominick, Kerry 

Copeland,  Jean Kane, Lucy Pena, Artie Meister, Catherine Hublenko and Family, Joe, Joan & Jerry,  Mitch 

Benov, Len Schiede, Debbie Martin,  Joe Heberlein, Frank Verdone, Loretta Buzanga,  Peter Teichmann, Marie 

Wilson, Nicholas Peter Lagravinese, Debbie Roth, Ted Ho, Margaret Barry, Molly, Richard Henri, Karen 

Lively, Alyson Bruu, Karen Krieg, Louise Landekammer, Peter Klaman,  Joe Gaiti, Joe Mulligan, John & Doris 

Niesen, Walter & Dorothy Peterson, Connie Schildt, Ed &Emma Schneider, Chris Brickner, Elsie Von Durring, 

Gayle Wertz, Eric Anderson, Alfred & Francis Fesefeldt,Charles & Carol Klein, Wilbur Kauff, Dorothy 

Petersen, Esther Hansen,  Susan Mast Trinder, Mildred Ulrich.  

 We continue to pray for our armed forces as they continue to stand in harm’s way in Iraq, Afghanistan, 

and Africa and throughout the world.  May God bless them and their families. 
 

 Names will remain on the list until the end of each month.  If prayers are still requested 

for the following month, please advise Mary Ann in the office at the beginning of each     month.    
                                                                         
+THOSE WHO MOURN THE PASSING OF: Doris Glatthaar, William Schirmacher,  
James McGuire, June Algeo, Eleanor Alf, Norman Bossen, John Fuller, Yanet Rojas, Marge Garrett.

 

Pray For our Staff: 

Rev. Dr.  Arden Strasser  Pastor 
Mary Ann Ho         Office Administrator  

Robert  Michaelis   Deacon 

Florence Poeschke Deacon 

Janet Pinto               Organist,  Saturday 

Bethany Porter         Organist/Choir  Dir. 

Janis Garone  LBS Director  

Domingo Rojas  Custodian 

Patricia McCarthy     Deaf Min.  /Signer 

Karen Corbett  Parish Nurse 

Jill Ewen                Parish Nurse 

Julie Meier               Sun.  School Director  

JoAnn ReySundaySchoolCoDirector/Pianist  

                               

Pray for our Preschool Staff:  
Robin Lever         Preschool Dir .  /Teacher 

Ruth DeSilva        Preschool Teacher Asst.  

Colleen Smith     Preschool Teacher  

Linda Patrissi Preschool Sub/Mommy & Me 

 

 

 

 

Communion Teacher  

Confirmation Teachers  

Debbie Geis 6 t h & 7 t h grade  

Pastor Arden Strasser 8th & 9 t h  grades 

 

Pray For: Led By the Spirit  & Adult Choir  

& Young Choir  

Pray For: Our Confirmation teachers  

Rev. Dr.  Arden Strasser,  Pastor 7 t h 8 t h & 9 t h   

Debbie Geis: 6 t h 

Pray For our Lay Leaders: 

LynnBenov,/President/Stewardship/Advisor/  

Planning 

Worship/Personnel/Scholarship/Craft Fair  

JimSheridan,Council/Personnel/Stewardship  

JoAnn Justus Worship/Secretary/Personnel  

Anne Anderson,  Council/Treasurer /Advisory 

& Planning/Finance/Craft Fair/Lay Minister                     

Janis Garone Deaf Min/ Fellowship/Personnel                                                   

J ill Ewen Council/Socia l Ministry/Education 

Nominating/Craft Fa ir  

Nick Ewen Council/  Fellowship/Finance/ 

Property/  

David Lynam Council/Property/SafeEnvir.   

/Stewardship 

Mark Corbett  Finance/Property/Personnel  

Maddie Brower Deaf Ministry/Nominating/ 

Craft Fair/Socia l Ministry  

Keith Ryan Endowment/Evangelism 

Tom Ho         Advisory & Planning  

Chris  Lewis   Advisory & Planning 

 

 

Keith Ryan 

 

                              The Herald 

             The monthly newsletter of 

           St. David's Lutheran Church 

                     March 2016 
 

Mission Statement 

We are called in Christ: 
 +To Live faithfully +To make Disciples 
       + To show God's love to all 
              Submissions for April 

                      Herald due by 

March 15th. 

Editor: MaryAnn Ho (parishsecy@verizon.net ) 

Please pray for our Military men and women,               

especially… 

     Chief Corpsman Craig Williams 

 Sr. Airman Emily Volz                                                        

Airman Carl Seaman 
     Marine Lance Corporal Christopher Buckley 

 

mailto:parishsecy@verizon.net

